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These details have little beyond novelty to give them a claim to 
the attention of the statistician of Europe. The elements on the face 
of them give rise to doubts of their accuracy, and the deductions from 
them necessarily have not that rigid character of truth which would 
admit of their being put into juxtaposition with deductions of a similar 
nature obtained in Europe ; but they have a certain amount of interest, 
so far as they go ; and in time it is to be hoped that such attention will be 
paid to statistics in India as will permit the facts collected to be placed 
in the same category with those obtained in Europe. 



Statistics of the Hospitals for the Insane under the Bengal Presidency. 
By Lieut.-Colonel W. H. Sykes, F.R.S. 

[Head before the Statistical Section of the British Association at York, 
September 28th, 1844.] 

The following tables and notes are derived from the Official Reports of 
the proper Officers to the Government of Bengal. 

There are four hospitals for the insane under the Presidency of Bengal, 
namely, that of the Twenty-four Pergunnahs, otherwise Russa, that of 
Moorshedabad, of Dacca, and of Patna. 

The rate of cure and mortality in the years 1839 and 1840, in the 
several insane hospitals, is shown in the following statement : — 



Division. 


Year. 


In Hos- 
pital 
on 1st, 

January 


Ad- 
mitted 
in the 
Year. 


Total. 


Number 
Cured 
and dis- 
charged. 


Rate of 
Cures. 


Number 
Died. 


Rate of 
Mor- 
tality. 


Twenty-four Pergun- ( 
nahs, or Russa . ( 

Moorshedabad . . ■! 
Dacca ... .| 


1S39 
1840 

1839 
1840 

1839 
1840 

1839 
1840 


133 
133 

63 
55 

87 
108 

41 
39 


130 
125 

43 
42 

98 
86 

44 

48 


263 

258 

106 
97 

185 
194 

85 

87 


95 

80 

26 
38 

60 

48 

18 
32 


36 „ 
31 

24i 
39 

•J-tss 

21 

32 


34 

28 

25 

8 

17 
24 

28 
18 


13 
11 

23J 
«fc 

Q35 
a T85 
1 9,72 

32 
21 



The average cures in all the hospitals in 1839 were 31 -l 7 per cent., 
and the deaths were 16 '2 per cent. In 1840 the cures were 31*1 per 
cent., and the deaths 12 -2 per cent. 

The rate of mortality in the Calcutta Native Insane Hospital for 
10 years, from 1833 to 1842, is stated to be 16 "90 per cent., there 
having been 2,685 cases treated, of which 454 patients died. 

In the Madras Lunatic Asylum for 1843 there were 77 patients 
treated, of whom 4 were discharged cured, and 10 discharged not cured, 
and 1 died, or only 9 - 3 per cent. 

With reference to the very large per centage of discharged cured in 
the above and the following tables, I understand that lunatics, whose 
malady has become so much ameliorated as to render them harmless, 
are frequently sent, to their friends, and are included amongst those 
stated to be discharged cured. 

The following table exhibits the admissions into the hospital of the 
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Twenty-four Pergunnahs, or Russa, for a period of 25 years, together 
with trie annual expense of maintaining the lunatics. It would appear 
that, in that period, 2,951 patients were received, and 186 were in hos- 
pital in 1816; the total, therefore, 3,143. The total expense for that 
period was 243,332 rupees, the average annual number of patients being 
a fraction more than 125, and the average annual expense 9,133 rupees, 
or about 77 rupees (74. 14*.) each patient annually, which is a fraction 
less than 3s. a-week for each patient, and this includes all charges of 
diet, clothing, medical attendance, &c. 

Insane Hospital, Russa {Twenty-four Pergunnahs). 





Number of 




I 






Patients 


Number 


Annual 
Expense. 




Years. 


at the 


of 


Remarks by the Medical Officer in Charge. 




end of each 
Year. 


A J mission. 










Rupees. 




1816 


186 


122 


10,100 




1817 


170 


115 


17,346 




1818 


168 


85 


15,929 




1819 


155 


80 


12,724 




1820 


174 


109 


13,370 




Total 


853 


511 


77,472 












Some time after I had been in charge of the 


1821 


155 


99 


11,912 


establishment, I found the drainage behind the 
southern apartments s>> bad, and the rooms so 


1822 


135 


108 


10,640 


damp, that, after consulting the builders, Messrs. 


1823 


112 


88 


7,530 


Goss and Shadwell, who made a plan of the 


1S24 


102 


127 


7,935 
6,929 


asylum, which has been lost in Rome of the public 
offices, I reported upon it. The result was the 


1825 


106 


94 


makii g a compound south of the building, and 










changing the doors from the north side to the 
opposite, which was a considerable improvement 


Total 


610 


516 


44,990 










as far as airiness and dryness were concerned ; 










but the drainage is still very bad, and the water 
not running oif readily, it is difficult to keep the 


1826 


105 


99 


7,172 


ground-floor clean. After the application of Mr. 


1827 


109 


100 


7,478 
8,180 


John Master, the magistrate, and myself, in 1 &**■*, 
to get the entire floors repaired, rinding a difficulty 
in getting it done, with the consent of that gentle- 


1828 


109 


132 


1829 


149 


134 


8,435 


man I procured bamboo", and the insane them- 


1830 


143 


129 


8,543 


selves made their own mutchans of them, being 
split and tied together for that put pose. Those 










answered tolerably well, certainly better than let- 


Total 


615 


594 


39,808 


ting the insane lie on a damn pucka broken floor. 
But an insect the natives call "Ghoon," peculiar 
to the bamboo, after about two years, was so de- 


















structive that the bamboo mutchans wore re- 


1831 


120 


143 


8,734 


moved, and the present wooden ones made by 


1832 


121 


116 


7,042 


Government, and fixed in their place. Still great 


183J 


121 


158 


8,064 


dampness prevailed from the bad state of the 


1834 


125 


146 


8, on 


ground-floors; and ventilators were about two 


years ago made in the ceilings; but. the present 


1835 


137 


126 


7,586 


establishment never can be fit for its inmates 
until the entire ground-floors and verandahs un- 
dergo the repair recommended by the superin- 


Total 


624 


689 


. 39,437 






144 


7,929 


tending surgeon, Dr. Sawers, in 1836. 


1836 


116 




1837 


144 


116 


8,057 




1838 


133 


132 


8,554 




1839 


133 


130 


8,183 




1840 


150 


125 


8,902 




Total 


676 


647 


I 41,625 
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Rate of Mortality in Russa Lunatic Asylum (Iwenty-four Pergunnahs), 
as deduced by the Medical Officer. 



— 1833 1834 1835 1836 1S3T 1839 



Per Cent. 



26-16 



'26-21 



15-13 20-016-38 



1839 



1840 1841 



15-58 12-92 10-85 9-64 14-76 16-90 



1842 Average. 



Mr. Patten, the sessions' judge, reports to Government that the occu- 
pations of the lunatics are sewing, planting, transplanting, picking, 
drying, and sifting of coffee. Some coffee was shipped in 1 831, after five 
years, to England, and the brokers reported favourably of it. Bourbon, 
Sea Island, and Upland Georgia cotton is cultivated with success. 
Sugar is produced from the Otaheite canes, and the sugar is approved by 
the Agricultural Society. Thousands of cuttings are sent to the coast. 
The cactus opuntia and the cochineal insect is cultivated ; and two pieces 
of cloth, coloured with five grains of the cochineal, bears favourable com- 
parison with Mexican ; and Dr. O'Shaughnessey speaks favourably of it 
as a dye. Sappan wood is successfully cultivated ; and seeds are sent to 
Australasia. The lunatics plant bamboo and Mysore thorn for hedges, 
and the Spanish annatto, mulberry, andcassida; also the aloe, for gum 
and fibre for ropes. The females spin, and beat, shell, and pick rice, 
and prepare fish, spices, and vegetables for the cook-room, and about 
tV of the males and females cook their own food. 

The hospitals are not generally constructed to admit of classification. 

The expense of the Itussa Hospital for 1840 (Twenty-four Pergun~ 
nahs) was — 



Lunatics, 

Daily 
Average. 


Total Number 

Dieted 

Per Aunum. 


Total Cost 

tor Diet 
Per Annum. 


Total Cost 
for Clothing 
per Annum. 


Total Cost 

f.jr 
Servants. 


Grand Total. 


146J 


53,398 


Rupees. 

4,717 


Rupees. 
609 


Rupees. 
2,507 


Rupees, 
f Natives. . 7,834 
1 Half Castes. 1,068 




[ 8,902 



Per Head 
Per Mensem. 



Rs. A. p. 
2 10 3 



Clothing 

Pei- Head 

Per Mensem. 



Rs. A. p. 
5 9 



Clothing for 

Servants 
Per Mensem. 



Rs. a. p. 

3 6 10 



Total Expense 
Bach Patient 
Per Mensem. 



Rs. A. p. 
4 6 10 



Expense 
[ Half Caste 

Patients, 
at 20 Rupees 

Each. 



Rs. A. P. 

1,068 5 6 



Native doctor, Rs.200 per annum (£20). 

Native servants, Rs.5 3a. 7p. to Rs.4 per mensem (10s. to i 

Diet contracted for at Rs.3 per head per mensem, or 6s. 



»•) 



The following rates of mortality amongst lunatics in Europe and 
America is introduced in the report to Government by the medical 
officer : — 
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Per 







Treated. 


Died. 


Cent. 


Authorities. 


England, Scotland, France,) 
and America . . J 


18,185 


4,793 


26-35 


Lancet for 1838—39, p. 223. 


Cork Lunatic Asylum, 1834. 


750 


221 


29-0 


Ditto. 


Six District Asylums, 1837 . 


788 


165 


21-0 


Ditto. 


Charenton, Pans .... 


1,557 


546 


35-6 


Ditto. 


Lancaster ...... 


1,750 


577 


32-97 


Pritohard, p. 143. 








27-5 


Lancet. 


Savonra, Italy .... 


. . 


. . 


42-50 


Ditto, 1836—37. 


English County Asylums 






28 


Ditto, 1838—39. 








28 


[Parliamentary Returns, 
\ 1833. 








20 
24 
30 

22 


Lancet, 1836 37. 








Ditto. 






.. 


Ditto. 


French hospitals in general . 


, . 


Ditto. 








24i 


Ditto. 








25 


Ditto. 


Saint Luke's and Bedlam, 1 


4,417 


774 


17 


Ditto, 1838—39. 


Paris, Salpetriere, 10 years . 


2,804 


790 


28-3 


French Report. 


London and Middlesex, 101 
years ending 1840. . . J 


2,029 


656 


32-33 


(Dr. Connolly's Report, 
\ 1840. 



In the Russa Lunatic Asylum for 10 years, 1833 to 1842 inclusive, the 
per centage mortality has declined from 26 " 16 per cent, to 9 ' 64 (1841), 
and 14-76 percent. (1842). 

There is in the following return, as with the preceding returns, some 
discrepancies in the totals. The total number admitted, in 5 years, was 
227 ; and there were in hospital, in 1835, 43 patients ; the total number 
dealt with therefore, it appears to me, could only have been 270, and 
not 480 ; and as there were 88 deaths, the total loss in 6 years upon the 
numbers admitted was 32 • 5 per cent., and not 18 as stated. On the same 
pri nciple as 270 patients only were recovered in 6 years, and 1 46 discharged, 
the per centage tor that period was 54 per cent., and not 30 as stated. 



Statement sh 


Giving 


the Rates of Cures and Mo 


•talityfrom 1835 to 1840. — 










Patna Asylum. 












Number 


Rate of 




Rate of 




Years. 


In Hos- 
pital. 


Ad- 
mitted. 


Total. 


Entered 
and Dis- 
charged, 


Cures 
per 
Cent. 


Number 
Died. 


Mortal- 
ity per 
Cent. 


Remarks. 


1835 


43 


35 


78 


18 


26 


7 


10 




1836 


53 


31 


84 


37 


48 


7 


8 




1837 


40 


32 


72 


18 


26 


17 


22 


( Some cases of cholera 
\ occurred this year. 


1838 


37 


37 


74 


23 


31 


11 


14 


f An outhreak of cho- 


1839 


41 


44 


85 


18 


21 


28 


32 


l lera occurred in April 
| and May. 


1840 


39 


48 


87 


32 


32 


18 


21 


( Some cases of cholera 
\ occurred this year. 


















Total. 


253 


227 


480 


146 


184 


88 


10-7 





Average cures . . 30 per cent. | Average mortality . .18 percent. 

(Signed) S. Davibs, Civil Surgeon. 
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I have thought a knowledge of the previous stations of the lunatics 
might interest the European statistician, and therefore give the following 
list of the occupations, and of the number of persons belonging to each 
occupation, prior to their admission into the hospital at Dacca. 



1 Attorney. 

1 Beggar. 

2 Boatmen. 

3 Brahmins. 

3 Burkendaze. 
1 BuduVah. 
1 Bullock-ki eper. 
3 Byragees. 
1 Carpenter. 

3 Chuprassees. 
1 Confectioner. 
1 Coolie. 

19 Cultivators. 
1 Darogah. 

4 Fishermen. 

5 Fakeers. 

1 Goldsmith. 



1 Hurkerah. 
1 Khitmaghers. 
] Khootes. 
1 Khumkar. 
1 Lateeal 

1 Mallah. 

2 Masons. 
2 Alehters. 
4 Milkmen. 
1 Molmrrir. 
1 Mollah. 

1 Patnee. 
7 Prostitutes. 
1 Peon. 
1 Rajagur. 
1 Shopkeeper. 



2 Slaves. 

2 Sepoys. 

4 Servants. 

1 Silver-thread maker. 

1 Sheep-keeper. 

1 Shoemaker. 

1 Svee, or Groom. 

2 Tailors. 

1 Talookdar. 
1 Trader. 
4 Weavers. 
1 Wheat-grinder. 
13 Occupations not known. 

Ill 



The patients are divided into private and criminal. The former are 
persons who have been confined at the request of their friends, or by 
orders of the magistrate, to prevent their doing mischief. The latter 
are individuals who have been tried and convicted before a court of 
justice of some heinous offence ; of this class there are 21 in the asylum 
at present, namely, 12 Hindoos and 9 Mussulmans, of whom — 



3 are fratricides. 
2 are matricides. 

1 is a parricide. 

2 confined for murdering their slaves. 
2 ditto for murdering their wives. 

1 ditto for murdering his betrothed. 

4 ditto for wounding and man- 

slaughter. 



1 confined for arson. 

1 ditto for stealing a boat. 

1 ditto for illegal seizure and conceal- 
ment of a man. 

1 ditto tor absconding with a man's 
wife. 

1 ditto for attempting suicide. 

1 ditto for having committed a rape. 



Eleven of these criminal patients have fetters on their legs, and 10 of 
them only iron rings on their ankles. 

The proportions of the different religious denominations in this hos- 
pital were — 





— 


Hindoos. 


Mussul- 
mans. 


European. 


Total. 






Males . . . 
Females . . . 

Total . . 


48 
11 


45 
6 


1 



94 
17 






59 


51 


1 


111 





I believe it has been remarked by medical men, that tropical climates 
are singularly free from cases of lunacy, compared with the climates of 
extra-tropical regions ; but no evidence of the fact has fallen in my way. 
The preceding details, however, extracted from reports to the Bengal 
Government, will assist to fix this opinion upon a basis, which, if not 
entirely satisfactory, suffices to remove it from the region of speculation. 
Under the Bengal Presidency and Government of the North- West Pro- 
vinces, comprising a population estimated to exceed 72,000,000 of souls, 
it is found that four asylums in 1 840, having 639 patients, are sufficient 



1845.] Sanatory Condition of York. 63 

to receive all the lunatics that it is thought necessary to confine amongst 
that vast body of people ; while in England and Wales, according to the 
recent Report of the Commissioners on Lunacy, there are 166 asylums, 
16,735 pauper lunatics, and 1 pauper lunatic to every 980 of the popu- 
lation, besides 4072 private patients. I am not aware that (here is more 
than one asylum at Madras, with 13,000,000 of souls ; and there is only 
one at Bombay (with two trifling auxiliary establishments at Poona and 
Surat), for 6,000,000. Of course it is to be presumed that there are very 
many more lunatics than are in the asylums ; but it may be questioned, 
whether there are many dangerous or very troublesome lunatics, for if 
there were, the magistrates of districts would, I suppose, deem it requi- 
site to send them to places of safety. 



On the Sanatory Condition of the City of York. By T. Laycock, M.D., 
Physician to the York Dispensary. 

{Read before the Statistical Section of the British Association at York, 
September 27th, 1844.] 

In the autumn of last year I was called upon by my fellow citizens to 
undertake the duty of secretary to the Sanatory Committee appointed by 
the. municipal authorities to co-operate with Her Majesty's Commissioners 
for Inquiry into the Sanatory Condition of Large Towns and Populous 
Districts. A series of questions was circulated by the Commissioners, and 
it became my duty, instructed and assisted by a Sub-Committee, to collect 
and arrange such facts as were available in returning an answer to those 
questions. The report before you, printed by direction of the Commis- 
sioners, was the result of our labours. 

From circumstances which I need not detail it was found necessary to 
limit the vital statistics in that report illustrative of the present public 
health of York to the years 1839, 1840, 1 841. Statistical tables were de- 
duced, with as much accuracy and detail as our time and means permitted, 
from the entries of deaths in the public registries for those years. I felt, 
however, in common, I believe, with all persons practically acquainted with 
inquiries of this kind, that the period of three years was too short a time 
for the purpose, and I made arrangements for extending the inquiry 
over the five years from 1839 to 1843 inclusive. This inquiry I have 
made, and I now present the results to the Association. 

Taking the population of 1841 as the mean population, the deaths in 
York have, on the average of the last five years, amounted to nearly 1 in 
40, or 2j per cent, annually. The deaths of persons aged under 5 years 
amounted to 42 per cent, of the total deaths ; the mean age at death was 
27f years. The births were 1 in 32" 42. During the three years taken 
for the report the births were 1 in 34 nearly, the deaths about 1 in 38, 
or nearly 2f per cent. ; the mean age at death was 32i years within a 
fraction, and the number dying aged under 5 years amounted to 42 per 
cent, of the total deaths. The deaths of children aged less than one year 
amounted to 23 per cent, of the annual births; in 1841, according to 
the Fifth Report of the Registrar-General, the deaths in England and 
Wales of infants under the age of 12 months amounted to 74,210, or 
about 14t per cent, of the births in that year. In York the proportion 



